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Abstract
We have reviewed the development, background and valuation history of ecosystem services in China and abroad, and highlight the importance of
ecosystem services and the necessity of their valuation at various temporal and spatial scales. Through critical review of the literature, we have elucidated
disadvantages in studies of ecosystem services in China, including the lack of a definite purpose for the valuation of ecosystem services, improper emphasis
of valuation studies, stifled application of the contingent valuation method, weak power of research panels in the field, and the absence of the participation
of government officials. In addition, we discuss some case studies from Western countries which tracked changes in the total economic value (TEV) of
ecosystem services across different states of ecological disturbance and evaluated changes in the TEV under different management regimes. These studies
may be useful in guiding future research in China. In essence, there are three major aspects involved in the valuation of ecosystem services: improving
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accuracy of valuation, association of results of valuation with policy and management decisions, and transfer of payments for ecosystem services. We
suggest three priorities for future research in China: to develop an ecosystem service valuation model, to enhance the relevance of valuation studies to
policy development, and to reward the protectors of ecosystem services.
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